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Community Garden
The community garden continues to
be a popular and well used part of
our school. Sean, our new community
gardener works with classes,
individual children and with families.
Despite a series of short-lived cold
snaps during this period, work in the
garden has continued apace. Sessions
have taken place both in and out of
school hours; accordingly the focus
has varied, with consideration also to
the interests and needs of the
pupils involved.
Here is an extract from the Kestrel’s
class garden diary:
20/01 – 0900-1020 – Nerisse and
Gregor – Helped to clear beds and
dig these over. In the process they
found potatoes, which they cleaned
and stored in sacks, counting as they
did so – 80 tatties in all! Aside from
one minor squabble, they worked
well as a team, listened well, and
stuck to task.
27/01 – 0900-1020 – Nerisse and
Leon – A very wet morning, with
rain still falling following 36 hours
of downpours. They were interested
to see the effects of the rain; water
flowing across the waterlogged
lawns, and the pond over-topping the
boardwalk were of particular interest.
In the garden they helped with
preparations for a volunteer day
scheduled for 31st January (later
cancelled due to weather), removing
hooped plastic structures from last
year’s Brassica beds, and storing these
away neatly. Their efforts would have
allowed the weekend group to make an
easier start to the ‘big winter dig,’
getting the garden into shape for the
Spring.

Class Dojo
Meet Mojo… He’s a
new classmate in
every class at
Harmeny School.

Head of Education Update
Hello and welcome to the Spring edition of our education
newsletter. Last term was a very busy time at Harmeny with
the children and adults working hard to make learning fun.
Some of our highlights were: taking part in an Art Exhibition at
the CELSIS Conference, visits to the Botanic Gardens to take
part in a treasure hunt, and expeditions to Comrie Croft. We
also had some of our favourite events in the school calendar
with the Christmas Show (‘5 Little Christmas Trees’), Burns
Lunch and Ceilidh.
I am always amazed when I reflect on all that we achieve at
Harmeny. Last term the weather provided some challenges with
high winds and snow but whatever the weather, life at Harmeny
is always full of colour!

Lee-Anne

ClassDojo is a new tool which,
predominately, helps in encouraging
positive behaviours in the classroom.
Each child can work up through the
ranks, identified in different coloured
belts, by earning points for trying to
keep on track and making good choices.
One of the greatest features of
ClassDojo is that we can broadcast one
way messages to all or individuals, and
not only that, it allows us to share
exciting moments from school!
Using a unique access code parents,
carers and key workers can log on to
see how many points their child has,
which positive behaviours were noted
and what the class has been up to.

Mojo also helps us to discover
that when we receive a message
that our brains are malleable and
our abilities can be developed, we
approach learning as a challenge
that we are ready to embrace.
The feeling of inadequacy
resonates with so many of our
children. But, hopefully, when we
realise that our brains are
capable of growing and changing
when confronted with new ideas,
our struggles to understand don’t
mean we are any less smart, we
just have to try different
strategies to understand, growing
our brain in the process. This is
the power of a growth mindset
that can change perceptions of
us all as learners.

Our hope is that ClassDojo will
help you better understand the
progress of your child’s behaviour
and class activity on a daily basis
and use it to engage in discussion to
support and encourage their learning.

Dates for your Diary
Thursday 16th June - Moving on Up
Ceremony for the children going into
our S1 class.
Wednesday 13th July - Sports Day
and Meet the Teacher.
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Last term our focus was
on Sustainable Enterprise and the
culmination of these activities was the first ever
awarding of our Enterprise Cup. The cup was kindly
donated by Necia Eason who along
with her husband, Arthur, played a
key governance role within the
school over many years, and who
was 102 years young in January!
The cup was won by West Kip.

East Kip and West Kip took part in the Micro-tyco
project. This is an enterprise project for schools where
each team receives £1 to start their business. They
must try and make as much profit as possible within
the 30 days of the challenge and all proceeds go to a
fund to help young people start their own businesses.
Eask Kip or rather ‘East
Kip Enterprises’ provided
a range of cleaning
services for cars to staff
and visitors. They also
designed and produced
some very exclusive bags.
Their total was £165.73

The Kingfishers explored the
history of toys and
made their own. The
class enjoyed a visit
from a storyteller who
told them all about how
children in other parts
of the world make their
own toys. The boys tell
me they are hoping to
visit a toy museum too.

West Kip started a

Kestrels explored
fairtrade chocolate and
read Charlie and the Chocolate Factory.
They designed and made their own
fairtrade snacks and I believe there was
no shortage of volunteers to try them!
Eagles Eagles class learnt about
electricity. They learned to build circuits
using electrical components, made
switches and tested materials to see if
they were insulators or conductors. We
looked at how electrical items have
evolved over the years and considered
what things would be like in the future.
We calculated our own carbon footprints
and thought about how we could reduce them.
The Ospreys looked at how they could run a fairtrade
café. They explored the process of growing coffee
beans and the supply process into the café. They also
explored a range of snacks they could offer to
complement the coffee.

business called ‘Forest Craft Care’
and sold logs chopped from fallen
trees, survival bracelets and a
range of wooden candle holders and
cheese boards. Their total was
£317!!!
Each class also pitched their
business plan to Isabelle, our
Company Secretary, who gave
them feedback.
The class projects were presented to
and considered by the Education Management Team
and our Harmeny Enterprise Cup was awarded to the
best overall project.
Next Term our focus will be Olympic Countries and
each class will draw at random a country to study.

We are always keen to hear feedback on the newsletter so please get in touch at admin@harmeny.org.uk
or on the number below.
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